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SOUTH  AMERICA. 


1st.  South  America’s  first  claim  upon 
us  is  that  she  is  our  neighbor.  How  sad 
that  lying  at  our  feet,  as  it  were,  this 
beautiful  sister  continent  is  draped  in 
sorrow  and  bound  with  fetters  of  spirit- 
ual slavery,  while  North  America  enjoys 
such  light  and  privilege. 

.2d.  Her  next  claim  is  the  noble  effort 
which  her  people  are  making  to  be  free. 
She  is  pressing  forward  like  a young 
giant  in  the  race  of  progress,  and  her 
Republics  have  already  thrown  off  most 
of  the  yokes  of  political  oppression,  and 
are  pressing  forward  in  the  rivalry  of 
commerce  with  the  nations  of  the  North. 
There  is  wholesomeness  in  the  vigor  and 
energy  of  their  young  life,  and  it  offers 
a point  of  conduct  for  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  vital  spirit  of  true  Chris- 
tianity. 

3d.  South  America  is  a glorious  land 
in  its  material  features.  Four  fifths  of 
the  continent  lies  within  the  tropics,  and, 
therefore,  all  that  climate  can  do  to  stim- 
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ulate  and  attract  is  to  be  found*  beneath 
its  genial  skies.  Its  natural  products 
include  almost  every  form  of  plant,  and 
fruit,  and  flower.  Its  mighty  mountains 
and  its  great  rivers  surpass  all  others. 
The  La  Plata  is  navigable  for  2,700  miles, 
and  ocean  steamers  can  go  up  1,000  miles 
from  tide  water.  The  Amazon,  nav- 
igable for  2,600  miles,  drains  6,000  miles 
of  fertile  plains.  The  Orinoco  is  only 
slightly  less  in  its  vastness  and  value, 
and  there  are  more  than  fifty  other  rivers 
of  lesser  extent,  yet  of  considerable  im- 
portance. Surely  this  heaven-blest  land 
is  worthy  of  the  gospel. 

4th.  Its  people  are  bright  and  enterpris- 
ing. Twelve  nations  divide  it.  The  Ar- 
gentine Republic,  with  6,000,000  people, 
is  a progressive  and  enterprising  country, 
and  the  population  of  the  republic  and  its 
capital,  Buenos  Ayres,  is  increasing  as 
rapidly  as  even  the  United  States.  Bra- 
zil, with  15,000,000,  is  the  largest  coun- 
try on  the  continent,  and  is  making  rapid^ 
progress  in  national  and  industrial  life. 
Chili  comes  next,  perhaps,  with  3,000,000 
of  live  and  energetic  business  people. 
Peru,  Ecuador  and  Bolivia,  with  7,000,- 
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ooo  more,  are  more  backward  because  of 
the  lingering  power  of  the  Romish 
priesthood.  There  remain  Paraguay 
with  half  a million,  Uruguay  with  i,ooo,- 
ooo,  Venezuela  with  2,000,000,  Colombia 
with  3,000,000,  and  Guiana  with  half  a 
million;  making  for  the  whole  continent 
about  40,000,000  Spanish  Americans, 
with  a small  mixture  of  Europeans  and 
four  or  five  million  Indians. 

5th.  The  religious  destitution  of  South 
America  is  very  great.  T here  are  less 
than  200  Protestant  missionaries  and 
6,000  professing  Christians.  Most  of 
these  are  in  Brazil,  Chili,  and  the  Argen- 
tine Republic.  In  the  other  nine  great 
nations  there  are  not  1,000  Protestant 
Christians.  Two  or  three  of  the  repub- 
lics are  practically  unoccupied  Bolivia, 
Ecuador  and  Colombia.  Even  in  the 
fields  that  are  occupied  there  are  only  a 
few  missionary  centers;  and  even  a large 
proportion  of  those  that  are  at  work  are 
connected  with  educational  institutions 
run  by  foreign  missionary  agencies.  In 
Brazil  alone  there  is  one  province  as 
large  as  the  whole  United  States  outside 
of  Alaska,  without  a single  missionary, 
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and  the  same  is  true  of  large  sections  of 
all  the  republics. 

6th.  But  the  most  neglected  people  of 
South  America  are  the  native  Indians. 
There  are  4,000,000  of  these  scattered 
over  the  continent  most  of  them  in  the 
upper  fields  of  the  Amazon  and  La  Plata 
rivers.  They  can  be  reached  through 
one  or  two  languages  which  are  widely 
spoken,  and  multitudes  of  them  are  with- 
in touch  of  the  interior  settlements. 
There  are  no  regular  missionaries  labor- 
ing among  them,  although  numbers  of 
missionaries  come  in  touch  with  them 
in  connection  with  the  stations  now 
open.  Surely  South  America  may  well 
be  called  the  Neglected  Continent. 

7th.  The  moral  condition  of  South 
America  is  very  dark.  The  influence  of 
the  Romish  priesthood  has  been  terrible. 
One  fourth  of  the  property  in  Ecuador 
is  owned  by  the  bishops,  and  there  is 
one  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  every 
150  of  the  people.  One  tenth  of  the  pop- 
ulation are  priests,  monks  or  nuns.  Two 
hundred  and  seventy-two  days  out  of 
every  year  are  church  feast  days,  and 
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seventy-five  per  cent  of  all  the  births  are 
illegitimate.  In  this  State  it  is  said  there 
is  not  a railroad  or  telegraph  line  nor  a 
decent  wagon  road  outside  the  capital. 

8th.  The  Roman  Catholic  priesthood 
has  lost  its  power  and  the  respect  and 
confidence  ofi  the  people,  who  are  ready 
for  the  message  of  the  true  gospel ; at 
least  without  it  they  must  sink  into  in- 
fidelity. 

Qth.  The  question  of  language  is  a 
simple  one  in  South  America.  The  Span- 
ish or  Portuguese,  which  are  easily  ac- 
quired,will  be  a passport  to  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  with  the  addition  of 
two  native  dialects,  the  most  of  the  peo- 
ple of  South  America  can  be  reached. 

loth.  The  cruel  wrongs  which  civ- 
ilized nations  have  inflicted  upon  the  na- 
tions of  South  America  claim  some  re- 
turn from  us  for  the  wrongs  of  past  ages. 

nth.  The  noble  examples  that  have 
been  set  before  us  by  the  pioneers  of 
South  American  missions  call  for  our  im- 
itation. On  the  rugged  shores  of  Pata- 
gonia, Captain  Gardiner  laid  down  his 
life,  giving  the  gospel  to  these  savage 
people,  and  the  story  of  his  heroic  sac- 
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rifice  was  the  inspiration  which  led  to 
the  founding  of  the  South  American* 
Missionary  Societies.  Let  us  follow 
these  noble  examples  and  do  our  part 
to  undo  the  wrongs  of  the  neglected  con- 
tinent. 
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